It is clear that the overall quality of any scholarly journal depends to a large degree on the quality of the peer review employed by the editor for making publication decisions, and that, in turn, depends almost exclusively on the people who do the actual reviewing of submitted manuscripts -the reviewers. When properly done, reviewing of manuscripts submitted to scholarly journals is a difficult and time-consuming activity. Being a good reviewer of a research paper requires not only deep knowledge pertaining to the subject of the paper but also honesty, perseverance and tolerance. Regardless of what his/her publication recommendation is, a good reviewer always explains in detail reasons behind the recommendation and, when appropriate, provides the author with constructive comments and suggestions.
After serving as editor of this journal for 36 years, I can unequivocally state that my main challenge over all these years has been to find good reviewers for the various areas covered in the journal. This has been particularly difficult due to its cross-disciplinary and multi-disciplinary orientation. At this time, my primary source of good reviewers is the editorial board, which consists of leading experts in the various areas pertaining to the aims and scope of the journal. Whenever feasible, I choose members of the editorial board to review papers. It is thus typical that I ask each member of the editorial board to review a few papers (usually three to five) each year. One reason for writing this editorial is to express my gratitude to these outstanding individuals for their vital support in this regard.
Although members of the editorial board are the principal reviewers of submitted manuscripts, it is often inevitable for various reasons to search for qualified reviewers outside the board. With a growing number of journals, this has been an increasingly difficult and time-consuming task. Thus far, fortunately, we have always been able to find qualified individuals to review papers that could not be reviewed by members of the editorial board. These individuals have been essential for maintaining the high quality of the journal and I am very grateful to them for their effort. We gratefully recognise the following individuals who have recently served as reviewers for this journal:
(1) Krassimir Attanasov -Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria As Editor of this journal, I have been solely responsible for peer review of all submitted articles as well as for the ultimate publication decisions since the commencement of the journal in 1974. Initially, the journal was published for many years as a quarterly. It changed to a bimonthly publication in 1988 and to publishing eight issues per year in 2009. With the increased publication frequency, I have found it more and more difficult to do all the daily editorial work alone. I have increasingly felt that I need a partner, an Associate Editor, who would share with me some of the editorial responsibilities. I am happy to announce that Radim Belohlavek, an outstanding scholar, has accepted my invitation to serve as an Associate Editor of this journal (see the editorial page in this issue). Radim, who is currently a Professor of Computer Science at Palacký University in Olomouc, Czech Republic, has contributed to this journal in numerous ways and received our first Best Paper Award in 2008.
Ellen Tilden continues her important role on the editorial team as Editorial Assistant. She is the primary manager of the journal as well as the primary contact person for the journal via gensyst@binghamton.edu.
Cihan H. Dagli, Professor of Engineering Management at University of Missouri at Rolla, continues to serve as the Area Editor of our special section on Intelligent Systems. Observe that the title of this Special Section has recently been changed from 'Intelligent Systems Design' to a simpler and less restrictive title 'Intelligent Systems'.
George J. Klir
Editor-in-Chief
